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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1949 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
‘'oncerning  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  for  1949. 

As  in  previous  years,  housing  was  still  the  biggest  problem.  Some  measure 
of  relief  from  overcrowding  was  obtained  by  taking  over  responsibility  of  the 
hutments  at  Hartford.  Families  obtained  their  own  homes  unexpectedly  and 
were  grateful  for  the  most  part.  The  huts  were  far  from  ideal.  Dampness 
was  the  main  complaint,  together  with  condensation  in  the  rooms  without 
heating  appliances.  It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  these  are  temporary 
dwellings  and  that  within  four  years  these  tenants  will  expect  to  be  rehoused 
in  more  permanent  houses. 

The  death  rate  rose  from  9.62  per  1,000  estimated  population  in  1948  to 
11.02  in  1949.  This  is  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The  birth 
rate  has  risen  from  17.79  per  1,000  estimated  population  to  18.24.  This  rise 
may  well  be  due  to  the  increased  accommodation  available  to  young  families  in 
the  temporary  houses  at  Hartford. 

The  infantile  Mortality  increased  from  38.40  per  1,000  live  births  to  38.88. 
There  were  20  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  as  compared  with  the  17  in 
1948. 

Epidemic  disease  was  extremely  low  during  1949.  There  were  notified 
to  the  Health  Department  320  cases  of  infectious  disease  compared  with  the 
537  of  1948.  228  of  these  cases  were  measles.  Only  12  cases  of  whooping 

cough  were  notified  which  is  extremely  low.  There  were  two  notified  cases 
of  diphtheria  one  of  which  was  fully  immunised.  No  deaths  from  measles, 
whooping  cough  or  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
interest  and  co-operation,  the  officials  of  other  departments  for  their  courtesy 
and  help  at  all  times  and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  useful  work 
they  have  done  during  the  year. 


I am.  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DONALDSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  of  Bedlingtonshire. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  - Alexander  Donaldson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  - - - - 

and  R.  W.  Cowans,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 

Meat  and  Foods  Inspector  - - - - 

Sanitary  Inspector  (Additional)  - - - O.  B.  Dodds,  Cert.S.I.B. 

Offices  - --  --  --  --  Front  Street,  Bedlington 

Telephone  No.--------  - Bedlington  2121 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres 



9,025.784 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  the 

mid  1949  

Resident  Population 

28,220 

Rateable  Value 



£104,313 

Penny  Rate  produces  ... 



£375 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

8,422 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 


Live  Births 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

262 

237 

499 

Illegitimate 

5 

11 

16 

Totals 

267 

248 

515 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

...  18. 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

6 

11 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

6 

11 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,()()()  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  20.91 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  0.38 


Deaths 

Male  Female  Total 

157  154  311 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  11.02 


Death  from  Puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s 
short  list) 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  Bedlingtonshire. 


Infantile  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  11  8 19 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — 1 1 


11  9 20 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  38.83 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,()00  legitimate  live  births  ...  38.07 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  62.5 


Diarrhoea  and  Enter- 

1940 1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946  1947  1948  1949 

itis  under  2 years 
No.  of  Deaths  of 
Infants  under 

2 

4 

1 

4 

4 

1111 

year 

Infantile  Mortality 

Rate  per  1,000 

23  30 

21 

30 

30 

26 

31  21  17  20 

live  births 

51.69  70.8 

50.7 

.58.94 

52.08  5 

4.05 

58.2  34.09  33.46  38.83 
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INFANTILE  IWORTALITY  DURING  1949 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  was  2().  This  is  an 
increase  of  3 over  1948  and  is  the  reason  why  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate 
increased  from  33.46  per  1,(MK)  live  births  in  1948  to  38.83  per  1,660  live  births 
in  1949. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  month  increased  from  6.  in 
1948  to  12  in  1949.  All  of  these  deaths  (neonatal)  occurred  in  the  first  week 
of  life,  G being  due  to  prematurity,  2 caused  by  birth  injury,  2 caused  by 
neonatal  infection,  1 caused  by  excessive  loss  of  blood  by  the  mother  and  1 
caused  by  congenital  abnormality. 

Prematurity  was  one  of  the  main  causes  of  neonatal  death.  Every 
approach  to  this  problem  is  being  made  and  it  would  appear  that  better 
antenatal  care  (good  attendance  at  the  ante  natal  clinics  by  the  expectant 
mothers)  and  better  care  of  the  premature  infant  are  the  main  points  to  be 
stressed. 

The  neonatal  death  rate  was  23.3  per  1,666  live  births. 

There  remains  8 infant  deaths  between  the  ages  of  1 and  12  months.  Of 
these  3 died  from  pneumonia,  1 from  convulsions,  1 from  acute  gastritis,  1 
by  an  accident,  1 from  meningeal  infection  and  1 from  congenital  abnormality. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  deaths  from  pneumonia  might  have  been  prevented. 
It  is  true  that  new  methods  of  tlierapy  can  work  wonders  but  the  family  doctor 
must  be  informed  at  the  earliest  possible  time  to  be  able  to  start  treatment. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Table  S.D.  55  gives  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
as  follows: — 

For  England  and  Wales  ...  32  per  1,666  related  live  births. 

For  126  Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  37  per  1,666  related  live  births. 

For  148  Smaller  Towns  (25,666-56,666)  ...  36  per  1,666  related  live  births. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1949 
Analysis  of  Deaths  under  1 year 


Cause  of  Death 
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ereumonia 

1 

1 — 
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Acute  GcLstritis 





1 



— 

1 

r onvulsions 





1 



— 

1 

Prematurity 

fi  — 

— — 6 

— 



— 

(> 

Accident 





1 



— 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

2 

— 



— 

2 

■Meningitis 

1 — 

— — 1 

— 



— 

1 

.Meonatal  Infection 

1 — 

— — 1 

— 



— 

1 

.A.noxia 

1 — 

— — 1 

— 



— 

1 

Meningococcal  Septicaemia 

...  — — 

— — — 

— 

1 — 

— 

1 

Fibrocystic  Disease  of  Pancreas 

1 — 

1 

Uraemia  (coiii^eiiital  abnormalitv) 

1 — 

— — 1 

— 



— 

1 

Totals 

...  12  — 

— — 12 

4 

3 — 

1 

20 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1049 


The  Registrar  General  supplies  the  following: 


Disease  M.  F.  Total 


1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— ■ 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  ol  the  Respiratory  System 

10 

4 

14 

i . 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

13. 

Acute  Infectious  encephalitis 

Cancer  of  the  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M)  uterus  (F) 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

8 

5 

13 

15. 

Cancer  of  the  Breast 

— 

3 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

14 

10 

24 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

13 

19 

32 

19. 

Heart  Diseases 

80 

81 

161 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

2 

3 

5 

21. 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

22. 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

3 

3 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

2 

1 

3 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

1 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

28. 

Nephritis 

« .«  • • • 

— 

3 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepis 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

• 

— 

31. 

Premature  Births 

2 

3 

5 

32. 

Congenital  malformation;  birth  injury;  infant  dis.  ... 

7 

2 

9 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

— 

2 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

8 

2 

10 

36. 

All  Other  Ca  uses 

3 

5 

8 

All  Causes 

157 

154 

311 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 


44 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 


Nil 


Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 


Nil 


Death  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years) 


1 
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CANCER  MORTALITY 


Males 


G — 
03  o3 

•M- 

XOO  lOOiOOiOOicP 

c<ico 


Skin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — - — — — 

.^Iaxilla  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

()esophao;us  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — 1 l 

i^harynx  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Lung  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — 1 2 — — 1 4 

Breast  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Stomach  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 1 — — — 2 — — 5 R 

Pancreas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Colon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — 1 1 2 

Rectum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Ovary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Cervix  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Bladder  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Prostate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — 2 — 1 3 

Tongue  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — — — — — 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — — — 1 1 3 5 


Total 


1 — — 1 4 3 2 12  21 
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Skin 

Maxilla  ... 
t ongue  . . . 
Oesophagus 
Pharynx 
Lung 
Breast  . . . 
Stomach 
Pancreas 
Liver 
Colon 
Rectum  ... 
Ovary 
Cervix 
Bladder 
Prostate 
'herns  ... 
Others 

Total 


9 


1 


— — 2 — 1 


1 

1 


1 


3 


1 — 1 


1 I 
1—3 
13  5 
- — 1 


1 1 2 

- 3 ;l 


1 


- 1 2 
— 22 

4 11  21 


10 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES 


Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  during  l()4t)  was  2.  One  case  was  fully 
immunised.  This  is  the  lowest  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  ever 
recorded.  For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  were  no  deaths  from  the 
disease.  I must  emphasise  again  the  importance  of  immunisation  in  presenting 
these  favourable  figures. 

Proper  immunisation  performed  during  the  first  year  of  life  and  subsequent 
immunisafon  at  the  pre  school  age  can  guarantee  freedom  from  death  and  for 
all  practical  purjioscs  freedom  from  this  disease.  The  percentage  of 
immunised  school  children  must  be  maintained. 

Immunisation 

Pre-School  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  54.1%  immunised 

School  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  96%  immunised 

Total  child  population  0-15  year.s  ■■■  ...  75%  immunised 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  12  cases  notified  during  1949.  No  deaths  resulted. 

Measles 

There  were  228  cases  notified  during  1949.  No  deaths  resulted. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

No  cases  notified. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

There  was  one  case  notified  during  1949.  No  death  resulted. 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 
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Measles  ...  ...  16  25  34  32  30 

Whooping  Cough  2 13  2 2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  — 1 1 1 4 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis ...  ...  — — — — — 

Non  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ...  — — 2 — — 

Pneumonia  ...  2 1 1 — — 

Erysipelas  ...  — — — — — 

Diphtheria  ...  — — — — 1 

Poliomyelitis  ...  — — — — — 


41  44  3 1 1 — — — 1 228 

1 — 1 — — — — — — 12 

4 15  2 11—  1 — — 31 

— 2 — — 8152  — 18 

— 2 — — 1 1 — 1—  7 

— 1 — — 1144—  15 

— — — —123  — — 6 

— — 1—  — — — — — I 


Total  ...  20  28  41  35  37  46  65  7 2 13  5 13  7 1 320 
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Laboratory  Results  for  194(1 


Specimen  sent  by 

Specimen 

Positive  Negative 

Tuberculosis  Officer 

Sputum  for  Tubercle 

...  17 

107 

(jcneral  Practitioners 

...  Sputum  for  Tubercle 

6 

65 

.. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  ... 

2 

32 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ... 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

4 

General  Practitioners 

Streptococci 

...  15 

21 

> • ft  • • • 

Vincent’s  Angina 

2 

3 

i > t r • • • 

Specimens  for  Enteric  ... 

1 

4 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Notfications  and  Deaths  of  Diphtheria  in  Bedlington  during  the  10  ye^rs  1940-49 


Year 

1940 

1941  1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Cases 

28 

22  19 

14 

85 

64 

55 

19 

5 

2 

Deaths 

*Unprotected. 

3* 

3*  — 

3* 

7 

(6)* 

1* 

3* 

It  should  be  noted  that  of  the  20  deaths  occurring  from  Diphtheria  in  this 
lU-year  period,  19  were  not  immunised. 


MEASLES,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  SCARLET  FEVER 

Notifications  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever  in  Bedlington 

during  the  10  years  1940-49 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Measles 

865 

90 

291 

226 

144 

293 

194 

224 

245 

228 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

184 

10 

45 

44 

30 

45 

36 

186 

12 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

21 

26 

61 

21 

15 

7 

10 

60 

31 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Analysis  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Resp.  Non  Resp.  Resp.  Non  Resp. 


Age 

0—1  ... 
1—5  ... 

5—15  ... 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15—25  ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  ... 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

35—45  ... 



2 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

45—55  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

11 

7 

4 

3 

9 

4 

— 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Deaths  and  Notifications  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  for  Bedlington, 

1940-49 


Notifications 

Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

P.  Cases  ... 

25 

26 

14 

27 

29 

22 

18 

16 

19 

18 

N.P.  Cases 

10 

10 

7 

13 

8 

14 

2 

8 

10 

7 

Deaths 

Year  

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

P.  Cases  ... 

12 

14 

10 

12 

5 

11 

11 

10 

4 

13 

N.P.  Cases 

2 

5 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1.. 

Tuberculosis  deaths  increased  from  6 in  1948  to  14  in  1949. 

The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  end  of  1949 
was  158 — a decrease  of  12  over  1948. 


A great  deal  can  be  done  to  mitigate  the  spread  of  this  disease  by  giving 
patients  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  the  best  possible  housing  conditions  and 
at  least  allowing  the  patient  to  have  a separate  bedroom.  Bedlington  has  done 
well  in  the  rehousing  of  tuberculosis  patients  and  the  number  requiring 
rehousing  has  rarely  risen  above  ten. 

The  tuberculosis  register  showed  the  following  distribution  of  cases  at  the 
end  of  1949. 


Total 

Pulmonary  Non  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  and 

Male  Female  Total  Male  Female  Total  Non  Pulmonary 


64 


48  112 


24  17  41 


153 


RATES  PER  1,000  ESTIMATED  POPULATION 


Deaths 

Deaths 
All  Causes 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 
Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis 
Influenza 
Smallpox 
Acute  Polio  & 
Polioencephalitis 
Pneumonia 

Notifications  Corrected 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Cerebrospinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  

Frysipelas 
Smallpox 
Measles  ... 

Pneumonia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Acute  Polioencephalitis 
Food  Poisoning 


Bedlington  England  & Wales 


11.02 

11.7 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.53 

0.45 

0.00 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.14 

0.51 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.02 

1.09 

1.63 

0.42 

2.39 

0.07 

0.04 

0.21 

0.19 

0.00 

0.00 

8.08 

8.95 

0.53 

0.80 

0.03 

0.13 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.14 

148  Towns  of 
Population  (25,000-50,000) 
11.6 
0.00 
0.01 
0.00 
0.42 
0.14 
0.00 

0.02 

0.49 


0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

1.83 

2.39 

0.04 

0.19 

0.00 

9.18 

0.65 

0.12 

0.02 

0.14 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

This  service  is  administered  by  Northumberland  County  Council  East 
Area  Health  Sub-Committee.  A main  ambulance  depot  is  based  in  Bedlington 
with  six  ambulances.  The  service  has  been  very  satisfactory  during  1949. 

DOMICILIARY  NURSING 

This  is  administered  by  Northumberland  County  Council  and  nurses  are 
stationed  at  Bedlington  (2);  Choppington  (1);  Netherton  (1);  West  Sleekburn 
and  Stakeford  (1);  Sleekburn  (2);  Cambois  (1). 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

This  is  administered  by  Northumberland  County  Council.  Clinics  are 
held  at  Guide  Post,  Bedlington  Station,  Cambois,  and  Netherton  Moor. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  all  these  centres. 

Ante  natal  clinics  are  held  at  Guide  Post  and  Netherton  Moor  by  the 
Medical  Practitioners  of  the  district. 

HOSPITALS 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  Bedlington. 

VVATER  SUPPLY 

The  month  of  June  marked  the  beginning  of  what  was  to  be  the  severest 
water  shortage  ever  experienced  in  the  district.  Initial  precautions  were  then 
taken,  preventing  water  being  used  on  gardens,  etc.,  but  by  August  the  Council 
was  informed  by  the  Tynemouth  Water  Undertaking  that  only  22  day.s 
suppli^  left  in  the  reservoir  and  the  daily  consumption  of  water 

was  cut  by  30  per  cent. 

The  campaign  calling  for  economy  was  intensified  by  the  use  of  loud 
speaker  vans,  pamphlets  and  posters.  Pit  head  baths  were  using  water  pumped 
from  the  mine  workings.  Samples  of  potential  water  supplies  from  springs  and 
wells  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  and  it  was  decided  to  pump  water  1^ 
miles  from  Humford  Mill  Swimming  Pool. 

On  September  12th,  when  the  daily  consumption  had  been  cut  by  45  per 
cent,  two  diesel-operated,  centrifugal  type  pumps  were  hired  from  Parkinson’s 
Strip  Mining  Co.  and  installed  at  Humford  Mill.  Chlorinated  water  was  thereby 
pumped  to  Bedlington  Station.  Even  with  these  emergency  measures  certain 
areas  were  still  without  water  and  water  carts  were  operating  in  these  districts 
(Sheepwash,  Choppington,  High  Pit  and  parts  of  Bedlington). 

When  the  position  returned  to  normal  on  December  8th  it  was  estimated 
that  259,000  gallons  had  been  supplied  to  householders,  canteens,  butchers, 
etc.,  by  water  cart  and  that  1,120,000  gallons  had  been  pumped  from  Humford 
Mill. 

Credit  is  due  to  all  concerned  and  particularly  to  the  Surveyor  and  his 
staff  who  worked  so  energetically  to  meet  the  many  problems  which  arose  in 
these  difficult  times. 

8,912  yards  of  B in.  mains,  550  yards  of  4 in.  mains  and  420  yards  of  6 in. 
mains  have  been  laid  during  1949,  almost  entirely  to  new  housing  schemes. 

There  are  now  some  1,500  houses  with  an  estimated  population  of  5,700 
served  by  common  stand  p'pes  in  back  yards  or  streets.  The  large  majority 
of  these  are  sub-standard  houses  owned  by  the  National  Coal  Board.  The 
remainder  of  the  district’s  houses  have  water  supply  installed  in  the  houses. 
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WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN 


B.  Coli.  per 
100  nil  ’s 

7 Samples  from  liumford  Mill  Baths  alfter  filterinj)-  and  chlorinating)  ^ 


1 Sample  from  Humford  Mill  Baths  (prior  to  filtering  and  chlorinating)  ...  90 

] Sample  from  Humford  Mill  Baths  (prior  to  filtering  and  chlorinating)  ...  25 

1 Sample  from  Humford  Mill  Baths  (prior  to  filtering  and  chlorinating)  ...  160 

1 Sample  from  Pit  Head  Baths  (washing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

1 Sample  from  Pit  Head  Baths  (drinking)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

1 Sample  from  Natural  Spring  (Grove  Villa,  Bebside  Woods)  ...  ...  ^ 

1 Sample  from  Natural  Spring  (Peg  Whistle  Bum)  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

1 Sample  from  Well  at  17,  Front  Street,  Guidepost  ...  ...  ...  ...  180  plus 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  question  of  sewage  disposal  in  the 
district.  Main  sewers  discharge  their  contents  without  any  sewage  treatment, 
save  for  two  screening  chambers,  into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  rivers  Wansbeck 
and  Blyth,  the  Sleek  Burn  and  the  Sea.  One  sewer  serving  37  houses  discharges 
into  the  non-tidal  waters  of  the  river  Wansbeck,  into  which  river  alone  pKDurs 
some  146,000  gallons  of  crude  sewage  per  day.  To  this  will  be  added  a 
further  240,000  gallons  per  day  on  completion  of  the  greater  Stakeford  housing 
scheme  on  which  it  is  estimated,  there  will  be  some  8,000  inhabitants. 

It  seems  incredible  that  in  this  s^-called  advanced  age  our  rivers,  the 
beauty  spots  of  the  country,  should  be  used  as  open  sewers. 


COLLIERY  SPOIL  HEAPS 

After  a welcome  period  of  control  during  the  war  years  it  is  with  regret  that 
one  sees  these  colliery  refuse  t'ps  gradually  returning  to  their  former  state  of 
burning  masses  polluting  the  air  with  their  sulphurous  fumes. 

It  would  appear  that  present  legislation  is  totally  inadequate  to  deal  with 
these  widespread  nuisances  which  are  of  a national  as  well  as  a local 
character. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  now  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Local 
Authority  by  direct  labour.  The  system,  as  yet  in  its  initial  stages,  is  showing 
improvement  and  will,  v/ith  experience  and  the  co-operation  of  the  public, 
continue  to  improve. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  in  the  clay  pit  of  the  Bedlington  Brick 
Works  and  by  reclaiming  land  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Wansbeck.  There 
is  no  controlled  tipping. 

The  costly  collection  of  Salvage  was  immediately  discontinued  when  the 
permission  of  the  Minister  was  given  in  July. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 

for  the  major  part  of  the  summer  months  the  open-air  pool  at  Humforci 
Woods  was,  of  necessity,  used  to  provide  drinking  water  for  the  district.  The 
water  is  sand  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  the  excellent  conditions  there  leave* 
little  to  be  desired. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  regularly  for  analysis  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  the  results,  already  given,  were  satisfactory. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  water  supplies,  except  for  the  swimming  pool,  are  drawn  from  rivers 
or  streams  within  the  district  and  no  action  has  been  taken  throughout  the 
year. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  district  is  served  almost  completely  by  the  water  carriage  system. 
Two  notices  were  served  under  Section  47,  P.H.A.  1936,  to  carry  out  privy 
conversions. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Although  bugs  are  not  a menace  in  the  district  it  is  probable  that  they  are 
more  prevalent  than  reports  would  indicate. 

Number  of  Council  houses  disinfested  ...  11 

Number  of  other  houses  d'sinfested  ...  ...  14 

The  treatment  carried  out  is  by  spraying  with  D.D.T.  insecticide,  together 
with  sulphur  fumigation,  and  is  done  by  the  Local  Authority.  If  further 
treatment  is  necessary  the  same  process  is  repeated. 

In  the  case  of  infestation  by  other  vermin,  cockroaches,  etc.,  insect  powder 
's  supplied  to  the  occupier  of  the  premises  with  instructions  as  to  how  to 
proceed.  In  a few  cases  spraying  was  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority. 

HUTS  AT  HARTFORD 

With  the  primary  object  of  relieving  the  acute  housing  shortage,  the 
wooden  huts  of  the  army  camp  at  Hartford,  recently  used  to  accommodate 
displaced  persons  of  various  nationalities,  were  converted  into  dwellings  by 
the  Ministry  of  Works  and  taken  over  by  the  Local  Authority  to  rehouse  357 
families. 

Whilst  these  are  meant  to  provide  only  temporary  accommodation  they 
are  well  equipped,  each  having  its  own  water  supply,  sanitary  convenience, 
etc.,  and  give,  at  a low  rental,  superior  housing  conditions  to  many  of  the 
existing  occupied  dwellings  of  the  distret. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DISINFESTATION 

All  sewers  of  the  district  have  been  treated  twice  during  the  year  with 
very  good  results.  In  addition,  regular  attention  has  been  given  to  refuse 
tips,  salvage  depot  and  surface  infestation.  A heavy  infestation  was  success- 
fully dealt  with  in  the  underground  workings  of  the  Doctor  Pit,  Redlington. 
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DETAILS  OF  HOUSING  REPAIRS  AS  IN  PRECEDING  TABLE 


Nature  of  Work 


Number  Number 

Repaired  Renewed 


Walls,  pointing,  etc. 
Chimney  Stacks  ... 

Spouting 

Outbuildings 

Roofs 

Floors  

Wall  Plastering 
Ceilings 
Windows  ... 

Doors 

Staircases  ... 

Partition  Walls  ... 
Fireplaces  and  ranges 


2(\ 

6 

15 
37 

16 
10 
14 

4 

3 


10 


26 


1 

5 

26 

20 

38 

69 

18 

7 

22 


Houses  Completed  During  the  Year 

With  State 

Assistance  Unaided  Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority — 

Permanent  ...  270  — 270 

Temporary — — — 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons — 

Permanent  ...  — 3 3 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  508 

(2)  Number  of  dwell’ng  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  150 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  cf  Formal  Notices 
Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  ...  141 

H.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  10  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not  demolished 

(Housing  Act,  1949,  Sec.  3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  wh'ch  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  45 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  1 

4.  Number  of  Houses  Permanently  Discontinued  as  Dwellings 

AND  NOT  Included  .Above  3 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (SEC.  20) 

(a)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  applications 

for  grant  have  been  received  ...  ...  ...  

(b)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  applications 
for  grant  have  been  approved  ... 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


1. — inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  ... 

8 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  b\ 
the  Local  Authority 

47 

58 

7 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

Total  ... 

55 

70 

7 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 



floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(5)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fective  ... 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

7 

4 

— 

1 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

4 

— 

1 

— 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

In  October,  1949,  the  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

At  that  time  there  were  34  milk  producers  within  the  shire,  four  produc- 
ing Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  three  Accredited  milk.  Cows  numbered  587. 

In  addition  there  are  five  dealers  holding  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised 
milk,  two  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk,  one  to  retail  Tuber- 
culin Tested  milk  and  one  supplementary  licence  to  retail  Pasteurised  milk 
within  the  district.  All  this  mifk  comes  from  outside  the  district. 

Inspection  cf  all  these  premises  has  been  carried  out  regularly. 


Milk  Samples 

1.  For  Cleanliness 
In  6 


Total  ...  12 


Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Instances — Satisfactory. 

,,  — 4 H' urs  reduction 
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time. 
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2.  For  Tuberculosis 

Of  twelve  samples  tested  by  the  laboratory  for  bovine  tuberculosis,  one 
proved  positive  and  eleven  negative. 


Meat  Inspection 

There  has  been  no  change  in  this  respect.  All  animals  have  been 
slaughtered  in  the  Ministry  of  Food  Siaughter-house  originally  used  by  the 
Bedlington  C.W.S.  The  ante  mortem  inspection  of  all  animals  brought  in 
for  slaughter  and  the  post  mortem  inspection  of  all  carcases  and  organs  has 
continued  throughout  the  year. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  now  three  producers  of  ice  cream,  one  having  been  removed 
as  unsuitable  from  the  list  of  registered  premises  during  the  year. 

Two  of  these  produce  ice  cream  by  heat  treatment  and  one  by  the  cold 
mix  process.  In  each  case  the  premises  are  of  a highly  satisfactory  standard. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  CARCASES 
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Number  Killed  and  Inspected 

1,009 

59  — 3,977 

9 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

2 — 5 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

755 

13  — 148 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

75.1204 

25.42%  — 3.84% 

44.44 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 — — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned 

56 

13  — — 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  ... 

5.74% 

23.73%  — — 



MEAT,  ORGANS,  ETC.,  CONDEMNED  AND  SURRENDERED  AS 
UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Bovine  Animals 

(a)  For  Tuberculosis 

Number  of  Whole  Carcases  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  Heads  and  Tongues  ...  88 

,,  ,,  Lungs  66 

,,  ,,  Livers  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  Intestines  5 

,,  ,,  Hearts  8 

,,  Skirts  ...  8 

,,  ,,  Tails  8 

,,  ,,  Spleens  8 

,,  ,,  Stomachs  8 

,,  ,,  Udders  1 
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(b)  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


Number  of  Whole  Carcases 

,,  ,,  Heads  and  Tongues 

,,  ,,  Lungs  

,,  ,,  Livers  


,,  Intestines 
,,  Udders  . 
,,  Stomachs 
,,  Skirts 


Johnes  Disease,  4;  Pyaemia,  1. 
Actinobacillosis,  4. 

Flukes,  199;  Congestion,  1;  Pleurisy,  4. 
Cirrhosis,  whole  livers,  402;  part  livers, 
301;  Angioma,  4;  Abscesses,  51; 
Inflammation,  1. 

Johnes  Disease,  1;  Inflammation,  1. 
Mastitis,  6;  Induration,  3. 

Abscesses,  1. 

Abscesses,  1. 


Weight  of  Meat  Condemned 

Because  of  disease  ...  

,,  ,,  Bruising 

,,  ,,  Bone  Taint 


3,681  lbs. 
442  lbs. 
477  lbs. 


Whole  Carcases 

Plucks 

Lungs 

Intestines 


SHEEP 

Emaciation,  2;  Moribund  and  ill  bled, 
2;  Septicaemia,  1. 

Flukes,  137;  Abscesses,  6;  Decomposi- 
tion, 2. 

..  Pleurisy,  3. 

Inflammation,  1. 


Weight  of  Mutton  Condemned 

Because  of  disease 

,,  ,,  Bruising  

,,  ,,  Moribund  and  ill  bled  condition 

,,  ,,  Emaciation 


116  lbs. 
16  lbs. 
92  lbs. 
64  lbs. 


Whole  Carcases 
Plucks 
Intestines 
Lungs 


PIGS 

Pneumonia  and  Emaciation,  1. 
Pneumonia  and  Peritonitis,  1. 
Inflammation,  2. 

Pneumonia,  2. 


Weight  of  Pork  Condemned 


Because  of  disease  140  lbs. 

,,  ,,  Bruising  24  lbs. 
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OTHER  FOODS  EXAMINED  AND  FOUND  TO  BE  UNFIT  FOR 

HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Luncheon  Meat 

... 

46 

tins 

Veal  Loaf 

16 

i > 

Stewed  Steak 

47 

> > 

Beef  Loaf 

7 

} > 

Jellied  Meat 

10 

t > 

Pork  

96 

i > 

Corned  Beef 

281 

y > 

Sausage  ... 

14 

lbs. 

Bacon  & Ham  ... 

24 

y > 

Pork  Pies 

131 

Fish  

97 

tins 

Vegetables 

88 

y > 

Barley  

16 

lbs. 

Lentils 

16 

y y 

Onions 

127 

bags 

Soylina  

4 

pkts. 

Tapioca 

168 

lbs. 

Cereals  

2 

pkts. 

Soup 

97 

tins 

Dried  Eggs 

4 

y y 

Coffee  & Cocoa  . . . 

4 

y y 

Cake  & Pudding  Mixture 

195 

pkts. 

Malt  Loaves 

38 

Sauce 

37 

bottles 

Milk  

84 

tins 

Butter  

lbs. 

Fruit  

151 

tins 

Fruit  Juice 

10 

y y 

Dried  Fruit 

211 

lbs. 

Marmalade  & Jam 

109 

tins 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH— 1949 

Vital  Statistics 

Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1949. 
Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


England  & Wales 

126  C.B.’s  and 

Great  Towns  in- 

cluding London 

148  Smaller  Towns 

(Resident  nop. 

25,000-50.000  at 

1931  Census 

London  .A.dmir 
Countv'  1 

Births  Rates  per 

1,000  Civilian  Population 

Live  Births 

16.7  (a) 

18.7 

18.0 

18.5 

Still  Births 

0..39  (a) 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

Deaths 

All  Causes  ...  ; . . 

11.7  (a) 

12.5 

11.6 

12.2 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

Influenza 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.11 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  polioen- 

cephalitis 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.51 

0.56 

0.49 

0.59 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.63 

1.72 

1.83 

1.46 

Whooping  Cough 

2.. 39 

2.44 

2.39 

1.70 

Diphtheria  ... — ... 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.07 

Erysipelas 

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.17 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.95 

8.91 

9.18 

8.54 

Pneumonia 

0.80 

0.91 

0.65 

0.55 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.18 

Acute  polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

0.19 

Rates 

per  1,000  Live 

Births 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  1 year  of  age  . . . 

32  (b) 

37 

30 

29 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under  2 

years  of  age 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 

Notifications  (Corrected)  Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still) 

Births 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia  ... 

6.31  8.14 

5.30 

6.82 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 

International  List  No. 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Rates  per  Million 

and  Cause. 

(Live  and  Still  Births) 

Women  aged  15-44 

140  Abortion  with  sepsis  ... 

0.11 

8 

141  Abortion  without  sepsis 

0.05 

4 

147  Puerperal  infections 

0.11 

142-146,  148-150.  Other  maternal  causes  ... 

0.71 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population.  (b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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